CHAPTER XVII

THE RETURN  OF THE EXPEDITION
1884

THE search having been completed, the relief ships returned
to Cape Sabine with the living and the dead of the Lady Franklin
Bay Expedition on board. After the strenuous work of the past
twenty-four hours, a rest of six hours was ordered for all hands.

The day following the reseue the Bear was directed to return
to the wreck camp with Sebree, Melville, and Crosby, to make
a second search, covering a wider area to the eastward and west-
ward of the camp, with a view to recovering anything that the
search of the day before might have overlooked. This was neces-
sary, as none of the rescued party had sufficiently recovered from
their deplorable physical and mental state to give any definite
idea of their belongings, or whether any material matter had
"been left behind. This second search did not add a scrap of in-
formation, nor an additional article to those found and brought
on board through the thoroughness of the first day's search under
Emory's direction. The region searched, however, embraced an
area of more than two miles outside the camp and the snow-house
that had been occupied by Greely and his party since October
of 1883.

The gale of the past two or three days had subsided somewhat,
and the ice in Kane Sea, held to the northward of Cape Sabine,
began moving south; so that the Bear, in returning, had a fortu-
nate escape from the crush of ice as it impinged upon that rocky
headland just after she had passed to join the Thetis at Payer
Harbor. The moment Emory reported the result of this second
search both ships were forced to hurry to Littleton Island to
escape being cut off by the densely packed ice fast closing down
on them from Kane Sea.

At Littleton Island six of the dead were transferred to the
Bear, and directions were given to prepare their bodies for trans-
170The other eighteen of his party had perished, some while seeking
